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Campaign Summary
Summary

Los Angeles gets more power from dirty and dangerous coal than any other source - roughly 40% of our electricity. Getting power from coal is damaging to public health, the environment and Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) customer’s pocketbooks. We import our coal from Arizona and Utah, where we buy power from two of the largest and dirtiest plants in the country. Combined, these plants emit nearly 36 million tons of climate-disrupting pollution every year - as much as roughly 6 million cars. These plants are also significant sources of mercury, ozone, and other hazardous air pollutants. In fact, the Navajo Generating Station in Arizona has ranked as high as third in the nation in ozone pollution in recent years. 

As long as Los Angeles maintains its relationship with these two plants, not only will we continue to damage the climate and outsource a major public health threat, but we limit our city’s opportunity to grab hold of the burgeoning clean energy economy. In recent years, $9 billion dollars in green venture capital has poured into the state following the approval of California’s Global Warming Solutions Act (AB32). It is imperative that our City’s leaders adopt policies that direct this influx of investment towards Los Angeles. Clean energy policies like the proposed solar feed-in-tariff or efficiency programs like home weatherization are excellent examples of the local policies that can benefit the Los Angeles economy while supporting our environmental goals. However, so long as 39% of Los Angeles’ power comes from out of state coal plants, a structural barrier to a clean energy economy will block progress in LA.
The National Campaign

The Los Angeles Beyond Coal Campaign is the local effort complementing one of the Sierra Club’s largest ongoing initiatives: the Beyond Coal Campaign.

Nationally, coal-fired power provides about half of our electricity and more than 30% of the nation’s global warming pollution. From the mine to the plant to the ash waste pond, coal is our dirtiest and most dangerous energy source. Coal causes four of the five leading causes of death in the United States, including heart disease, cancer, stroke and chronic lower respiratory diseases. Coal destroys mountains and releases toxic mercury into communities. Continuing our dependence on coal chains us to dirty energy and prevents us from making the changes we need to bring about a clean, secure energy future.

The Beyond Coal Campaign is designed to drastically reduce carbon dioxide emissions from coal-fired power plants, one of the largest sources of global warming pollution in the U.S. This Campaign aims to move our economy toward a clean energy future by stopping new coal-fired plants, phasing out existing plants, and keeping U.S. coal reserves in the ground and out of international markets. Thanks in part to the work of the Beyond Coal Campaign, plans for more than 152 new coal plants have been shelved in the last eight years, keeping well more than 570 million tons of carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere. For the first time since the Industrial Revolution, not a single coal plant broke ground for more than two years.
Though we have enjoyed success thus far, our work is far from done. As we continue to block new plants from being built, Los Angeles, the second largest city in the country, is at the forefront of the next fight: transition existing dirty coal plants to cleaner sources of energy.
Los Angeles Beyond Coal Campaign 
Far from our beaches, the movie studios of Hollywood, and the National Forests which border our city, coal-fired power plants in Arizona and Utah churn out power for the Los Angeles market. 

These coal plants discharge vast quantities of air pollution, consume huge amounts of water and emit destructive global warming gases. Some of the largest mining operations in the United States tear up the land in the west to provide the coal these power plants burn. 
Today Los Angeles is at a crossroads. The good news is that the mayor of Los Angeles understands the threat of coal-fired power  and has pledged to rid LA of coal-fired power by 2020. His leadership has put LA at the forefront of smart energy policy. With the mayor’s leadership and a growing grassroots campaign, LADWP has proposed selling its ownership share of the Navajo Generating Station (NGS). Unfortunately, our work is not yet completed. LADWP intends to continue its relationship with our other coal plant – the Intermountain Power Plant (IPP) in Utah until 2027. This is unacceptable. Los Angeles needs to develop and execute a plan now to end its use of coal-fired power by 2020. 
The need for action to address global climate change, pollution, water resource protection and sustainability has never been more urgent. There is no better opportunity for Los Angeles to demonstrate its national leadership than to take action now.

Los Angeles has a responsibility to leave a legacy of leadership to our children and grandchildren. We must rebuild Los Angeles in a way that will protect us from the true cost of coal: polluted rivers and fish, increased asthma rates and health related issues, waste of billions of gallons of fresh water to cool coal plants, and the destruction of eco-systems through strip-mining, coal-slurries, and mountain-top removal.
Policy Outcomes Advocated for by the Beyond Coal Campaign 

• Create a plan to stop burning coal at IPP by 2020 and embed it into the LADWP Integrated Resource Plan (IRP).  The Integrated Resource Plan is a planning tool used by utilities to chart future energy procurement 
A key metric for this plan is how Los Angeles uses clean energy to replace our dirty coal. LADWP should prioritize the following policies to help support the coal to clean energy transition. 
• Invest revenue from sale of NGS shares into the clean energy and efficiency programs at LADWP. 

• Prioritize energy efficiency and green jobs by setting a 2% annual energy efficiency standard through 2020 at LADWP. Energy efficiency is the least cost energy resource and will help LADWP customers 
• Develop a local 600 MW solar feed-in-tariff to help leverage job creation opportunities in the clean energy economy.
• Pursue more large scale renewable energy projects to help hedge against the rising cost of fossil fuels and meet the state’s 2020 33% renewable portfolio standard. 
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